Sparks from Mark 
17 th ^)unAay in Ordinary ~j~ ime 
October 5) 2 008 


At our last Gatherings of Grace we focused on choosing an annual feast day on which our parish community 
could honor and celebrate Mary's yes to become the Mother of the Son of God, Jesus Christ, as a way to draw 
us as a community of faith closer to the heart of Mary. 

The Gatherings of Grace core team presented four main Marian feasts and then we held an election. On the 
following Sunday we also gave everyone in the parish an opportunity to cast their votes. Here are the results: 

Birth of Mary (September 8) 84 votes 
Presentation of Mary (November 21) 17 votes 
Annunciation of the Lord (March 25) 28 votes 
Visitation of Mary (May 31) 17 votes 

So come next September 8, we will have a parish-wide celebration as we honor the Birth of Mary. We will 
celebrate an essential part of our Catholic faith, the role Mary had and continues to have in God's plan of 
salvation as advocate and intercessor, leading people to her Son Jesus. If you have any suggestions on how we 
might celebrate the Birth of Mary next September 8, please let us know. 

For your reflection here is a short piece on the Birth of Mary: 

The Church has celebrated Mary's birth since at least the sixth century. A September birthdate was chosen 
because the Eastern Church begins its Church year with September. The September 8 date helped determine the 
date for the feast of the Immaculate Conception on December 8—nine months earlier. Scripture does not give an 
account of Mary's birth. However, the apocryphal Protoevangelium of James fills in the gap. This work has no 
historical value, but it does reflect the development of Christian piety. According to this account, Anna and 
Joachim were infertile but prayed for a child. They received the promise of a child that would advance God's plan 
of salvation for the world. This story stresses the special presence of God in Mary's life from the beginning. St. 
Augustine connects Mary's birth with Jesus' saving work. He tells the earth to rejoice and shine forth in the 
light of her birth. "She is the flower of the field from whom bloomed the precious Lily of the Valley. Through her 
birth the nature inherited from our first parents is changed." The opening prayer at Mass speaks of the birth of 
Mary's Son as the dawn of our salvation and asksfor an increase of peace. 


Blessings, 



Week Ahead 

October 6 -1 2 , 2008 


Monday, O ct °ber 6 

Liturgical Color: Green 

Readings: Galatians 1:6-12; Psalm 111:1-2, 7-10; Luke 
10:25-37 

No Daily Liturgy 

6:30 - 8:00 pm: Cub Scouts 

6:30 - 8:00 pm: Youth Ministry Core Team 

Tuesday, October / 

Memorial of O ur Lady of the Rosary 

Liturgical Color: White 

Readings: Galatians 1:13-24; Psalm 139:1-3, 13-15; 
Luke 10:38-42 

No Daily Liturgy 

7:00 pm: Boy Scouts 

Wednesday, October 8 

Liturgical Color: Green 

Readings: Galatians 2:1-2, 7-14; Psalm 117:1-2; Luke 
11:1-4 

No Daily Liturgy 

9:00 am - noon: Food Pantry 

9:00 am - 3:00 pm: Catholic Schools Retreat 

6:00 - 8:30 pm: Gatherings of Grace: Angels 

Thursday, October^ 

Liturgical Color: Green 

Readings: Galatians 3:1-5; Luke 1:69-75; Luke 11:5-13 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy (Intention: For the health 
of Judy Ciabattari) 

7:00 pm: Knights of Columbus meeting 

Y riday, October 1 O 

Liturgical Color: Green 

Readings: Galatians 3:7-14; Psalm 111:1-6; Luke 11:15- 
26 

No Daily Liturgy 


Saturday Morning, October 1 1 

Liturgical Color: Green 

Readings: Galatians 3:22-29; Psalm 105:2-7; Luke 
11:27-28 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy (Intention: For Kacee 
Reinisch and Reid Mollman as they enter into the 
covenant of marriage) 

9:00 - noon: Food Pantry 

2:00 pm: Oacrament of Matrimony 
Racee Reinisch and Reid Mollman 

Saturday Rvening, October 1 1 

28*^ ,3 un day in Ordinary Ti me 
Liturgical Color: Green 
Readings: Isaiah 25:6-10; Psalm 23:1-6; Philippians 
4:12-14,19-20; Matthew 22:1-14 

3:30 - 4:30 pm: Sacrament of Reconciliation 
5:00 pm: Sunday Liturgy (Intention: For all who 
are preparing for the Sacraments of the Church) 



Ounday, October 1 2 
28*^ ,3 un day in Ordinary Time 

Liturgical Color: Green 

Readings: Isaiah 25:6-10; Psalm 23:1-6; Philippians 
4:12-14,19-20; Matthew 22:1-14 
8:00 am: Sunday Liturgy (Intention: For Deacon 
Walt and Judy Wilson on their 49 th wedding 
anniversary, and for Nel McNulty on her 
birthday) 

8:30 -10:15 am: RCIA class 
10:30 am: Sunday Liturgy (Intention: For 
the OLBH Parish Community) 


1 1 sm: O ac rament of R)aptism 
Reyton Jo Raterman 



7:00 pm: Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction 
with Evening Prayer 




Our Lady of the <Btac{Jffls 


Parish (Community |\| 

O c tober 5 , 2008 
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Ministry Fair _ 

M'nistrL) Rair! 

^ This year our Ministry Fair will 
^ be held October 25-26 in the 
Parish Hall. You will have an 

•p' 

^ opportunity to meet 
°° representatives of the 30+ 
ministries active at OLBH, and be eligible to win 
gift certificates for turkeys—just in time for 
Thanksgiving. The Boy Scouts will also be having a 
pancake breakfast on Sunday morning, so come 
and enjoy breakfast too. 


Renew VVeelc O ne: Loving the f*oor 

The Gospel is clear about compassion for and 
solidarity with the poor. If we are to follow Jesus, 
we, too, must be compassionate. Despite many 
efforts in the 20 th century to alleviate poverty, the 
gap between rich and poor is expanding. We are 
all faced with caring for and empowering the poor 
and renewing society so that no one will be without 
basic human necessities. While the common good 
embraces all, those who are weak, vulnerable, and 
most in need deserve preferential concern. A basic 
moral test for our society is how we treat the most 
vulnerable in our midst. 

Parish 5oolc Q]\A> 

Our next book club meeting will be Monday, 
October 13, at 7 pm. Mary Coffin will lead us in a 
discussion of the book Seven Storey Mountain by 
Thomas Merton. All are welcome! If you have 
questions please call Ken Van Asma at 787-6218. 

^Attention Ljigh School Seniors! 

Next spring, a high school senior from our diocese 
will be awarded a four-year scholarship to the 
Catholic University of America. This could be 
you! Look for applications in the gathering 
area. For more information, please contact Teresa 
Thompson in the parish office at 787-5168. 


Oiristmas Offering... of M u sic 
We don't want your money... just your voice! The 
combined voices of the Piedmont Valley Ministerial 
Association will be presenting The Christmas 
Offering: Celebrating the Greatest Gift of All on 
Sunday, December 14. Rehearsals will be held at 
the Piedmont Valley Lutheran Church, 4:00-5:30 on 
Sunday afternoons beginning on October 12. 
Deacon John Osnes will be directing the combined 
choirs. To join your neighbors in song, contact Jane 
Abernathy at 716-0286. Please sign up in advance 
so enough copies of the music can be ordered. We 
can also order practice CDs. 

LLonfirmation Information 
An informational meeting will be held today, 
October 5, at 9:30 am in the parish hall for high 
school students interested in entering the 
Confirmation class. Sophomores, juniors, and 
seniors who are baptized and actively practicing 
the Catholic faith are eligible. Parents of interested 
students should also attend the meeting. 
Attendance at this meeting is required unless 
other arrangements are made in advance. If you are 
unable to attend or need additional information 
contact Deacon John Osnes at 787-5862. 


Oktoberfest 2008 

Sunday, October 19 
Family Fun Walk/Run 3-5 pm 
(registration begins at 1:30) 
German Food Fest 5-8 pm 
Tap your feet to some lively music 

PROVIDED BY FR. ARNIE KARl! 











News from /ground the [diocese 

October 5, 2005 


Search for Obnstian M a turity 
The Newman Centers at SDSMT and BHSU are 
conducting a Search retreat for high school seniors, 
college students and young adults up to age 30. 
The retreat will be held October 10-12 at Storm 
Mountain Retreat Center just outside of Rapid City. 
The cost of the retreat is $80 per participant. To 
register, please contact Nancy by October 3 at 342- 
0507 or nancy@cathedralolph.org . 


(jod^trucic Ooncert 

GodStruck, a Christian rock band from Gregory, 
SD, will perform at Alternative Fuel Coffee House 
in Rapid City on October 24 at 8:00 pm. This will 
be a fundraiser for some remodeling at St. Joseph's 
Church in Gregory. Come on down and have a 
great time! 

/A^re Y ou a Divorced Catholic? 

Have you ever wondered about annulments and 
nullity studies? In the next few weeks, some of 
these questions will be addressed in the bulletin. 
Then, on Monday, October 20, an informational 
meeting on Catholic annulments will be held at 
6:30 pm at Christ the King Church in Presho. The 
presenters will be Fr. Leo Hausmann, the diocesan 
judicial vicar, and Fr. Dan Juelfs, the defender of 
the bond for the diocese. There is no charge to 
attend but pre-registration is recommended. To 
register, contact Jill at Family Life Ministries at 343- 
3541 or jslegner@diorc.org . 

Does a divorced non-Catholic need to get a declaration of 
invalidity (annulment) before marrying a Catholic? 
Yes, because the Catholic Church treats all 
marriages with the same respect as it treats 
marriages in our own church and presumes their 
validity until proven otherwise. 


Kenew Kjcic-off 

The Renew groups of Blessed Sacrament invite 
Renew groups from all parishes to help kick off our 
final season. Monsignor O'Connell will speak 
about the continuing work of the Body of Christ in 
the field of social justice. Join us Sunday, October 
5, at 5:30 pm at Blessed Sacrament Church in the 
parish hall. 


Vocations VVeeicend for Young Women 
Interested in finding the love of your life? God has 
a plan and a vocation - a love - in mind for you. 
Join us October 10-12 for a vocations 
weekend for young women ages 16-30. 

This weekend will be a great 
opportunity to spend time with 
consecrated women and priests and 
learn more about discernment and 
vocations. The retreat will be held at 
St. Joseph's Newman Center, 844 Fifth J 
Street in Spearfish. It begins at 7 pm * 

Friday, October 10, and ends at 9 am Monday, 
October 12. Cost is $15. Contact Susan Safford, 
Coordinator of Vocations, at 343-3541, or 
ssafford@diorc.org for more information. 
Registration forms available at www.Gods-call.org . 



Priends of |_ulce an d Martha 
The Friends of Luke and Martha is an organization 
of people ages 21-55 who are single for any reason. 
We encourage participants to take time to see how 
they are developing spiritually and using the gifts 
God has given them. We have fun too! Our next 
monthly meeting will be held Sunday, October 12, 
at 7 pm in room 107 at Blessed Sacrament Church. 
Hope to see you there! If you have questions, call 
Terry Schroeder at 341-1143 or Lisa Wattenhofer at 
342-2305. 






Next VV ee k- enc N M mistrxj 5 c kedule 
October 11-12 ,1008 


Ministry 

Saturday, October 11 

5:00 pm 

Sunday, October 12 

8:00 am 

Sunday, October 12 
10:30 am 

Bread Baker 

Lori Kline 

Lori Kline 

Lori Kline 

Altar Servers 

Megan Czmowski 
Christopher Van Asma 
Matthew Van Asma 

Whitney Werdel 

Kerry Wilson 

Taylor Thies 

Kaleah Evans 

Austin Evans 

Mattias Didriksen 

Precious Blood 

Brenda Czmowski 

Betsy Van Asma 

Tom Van Asma 

Kathy Van Asma 

Jean Schubauer 

Pat Suiter 

Caitlin Wilson 

Gary Erickson 

Christine Didriksen 

Denise McCormick 

Jim Scherr 

Barb Scherr 

Precious Body 

Ken Van Asma 

Barb Erickson 

Lorinda Codings 

Lectors 

Dennis Olson 

Judy Olson 

Jean Schubauer 

Pat Suiter 

Laura Varilek 

Rose Williamson 

Sacristans 

Patty and Charlie 

Cresalia 

Barb and Gary Erickson 

Rose Williamson 

Ushers 

Joyce and Pat Clark 

Duane Schubauer 

Stan Barber 

Pam and Bob Wentz 

Choir 

Folk Choir 

Regina's Minstrels 

Family Choir 


(ntercessortj fYaijers 


i_jfe and (“iealth 0° 


Dean Antonsen, Wanda Clemmons, Jan Collings, 
Joe Creek, Tony Greer, Dorothy Norman, 
Polly Padgett, Jim Raba, Marty Reeve, 

Jill Trautman, Peggy Volin 
Kepose 
Bridget Hansen 


(Collection Report 

September 2d, 2005 


Loose 

$ 1,267.95 

Envelopes 

1,495.00 

Votive 

3.05 

Student 

35.87 

Other 

100.00 

Total 

$ 2,901.87 






Y or the Rjde \~\ ome 

27 ^ ^)unAaij in Ordinary ~j~ime 
October 5) 2005 


Scripture 

■ My friend had a vineyard on a fertile hillside; he spaded it, cleared it of stones, and planted the choicest 
vines; within it he built a watchtower, and hewed out a wine press. (Isaiah 5:1-2) 

■ You brought a vine out of Egypt. (Psalm 80:9) 

■ Have no anxiety at all. (Philippians 4:6) 

■ There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a hedge around it, dug a wine press in it, and 
built a tower. (Matthew 21:33) 

Reflection 

■ Are perfectly laid plans realized as anticipated? 

■ Have you ever changed and learned from something you planned that failed? 

■ Have you had a plan fail miserably and then you found a better alternative? 

■ Was Jesus dying on the cross the failure it was perceived to be? 

■ Is perceived success or failure the only end and the only measure? 

If I want only pure water, what does it matter to me whether it be brought in a vase of gold or of glass? What 
is it to me whether the will of God be presented to me in tribulation or consolation, since I desire and seek only 
the divine will. (St. Francis de Sales) 



Just^A ITH 


Parable of the River Children 

One summer in the village, the people gathered for a picnic. As they shared food and conversation, someone noticed a child 
in the river, struggling and crying out. The child was going to drown! Someone jumped up and rushed to the river to save 
the child. Soon they noticed another screaming child in the rive and they pulled that child out. Then more children were 
seen drowning in the river, and the townspeople were pulling them out as fast as they could. It took great effort, and they 
began to organize their activities to save the children as they came down the river. While everyone else was busy in the 
rescue efforts, two townspeople started to run away from them along the shore. "Where are you going?" shouted one of the 
rescuers. "We need you here to help us save these children!" "We are going upstream," they shouted back, "to see why the 
children are getting into the river!" 


Where do you see yourself in this story? Are you saving babies who need immediate attention or are you 
rushing upriver to find the source of the problem? Or have you just never noticed the babies in the river? 
/us f Faith offers an opportunity for parishioners to answer these questions. You are invited to go on a rich 
spiritual journey and look more closely at the troubling issues of our times through the lens of compassion and 
Catholic social teaching. JwsfFaith provides a lively and challenging format to read, discuss, pray, experience 
and be formed by our faith tradition that, when lived out, changes lives, inspires faithful witness, and 
transforms the world through love and service. 

Our Catholic faith and biblical tradition extend an extraordinary invitation to each of us and to our faith 
communities to become agents of God's compassion and healing in a wounded world. The Good News of 
Christ is both a comfort and a promise for the poor and, at the same time, a call to those of us who are not poor 
to be linked with God's vision of justice and reconciliation. 

JusfFaith asks for a considerable commitment. The process involves thirty weekly sessions, retreats and 
immersion experiences. In addition, participants are expected to do one to two hours of reading each week. 
Participants have the privilege of being nurtured by a small faith community as they journey through this 
program. Former participants have said it is the best and most meaningful formation experience they have 
had, and they eagerly looked forward to each weekly meeting. 


The OLBH /wstFaith program will begin on Tuesday, November 18 and end on June 
16, 2009. It is limited to the first 15 registrants. The cost, which includes 12-13 books, 
is approximately $145. All those interested should call Eileen Desmond at 430-0209. 




